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The intrusion cemented the dangers of 
the Soviet Union having very close ties 
to the Cuban regime. Democracy and 
liberty of the people in the Western 
Hemisphere were in severe jeopardy as 
the communist forces were looking to 
expand their control. But the will of 
freedom-loving people who seek a bet-
ter future will not be deterred by the 
evils and the power of communism. The 
protection of human rights and free-
dom of expression are fundamental ne-
cessities under a free society. 

As the spread of communism crum-
bled during the Cold War, democracies 
throughout the Western Hemisphere 
flourished in open societies. However, 
the United States must remain vigilant 
that history does not repeat itself. 

At this moment, Russia is currently 
infiltrating the Western Hemisphere by 
joining forces with antidemocratic ty-
rants such as Chavez, Ortega, and Mo-
rales. Recently, reports have indicated 
that Russia has sold $15 billion worth 
of weapons and military equipment to 
Chavez. In addition, senior Russian 
military officials have mentioned the 
possibility of establishing refueling 
bases for Russian bombers in Cuba. 
Russian activities in the Western 
Hemisphere raise serious concerns as 
they are arming rogue regimes that are 
counter to the interests and the secu-
rity of our beloved Nation. 

The veterans of the Bay of Pigs sym-
bolized this struggle between com-
munism and freedom. The brave Bri-
gade 2506 patriots decided to risk their 
very lives in order to liberate an op-
pressed society. These men fought cou-
rageously on that historic day. They 
came from many backgrounds, but all 
of them cared about freedom and lib-
erty for the people of Cuba. 

Even though the Bay of Pigs oper-
ation was not successful, their call to 
serve rose again to protect our Nation 
from enemies abroad. Many of these 
veterans continued to serve the United 
States by joining our Armed Forces 
and fighting with honor during the 
Vietnam War. 

I would like to acknowledge all indi-
viduals who consistently are working 
toward fulfilling the dreams of a free 
Cuba, which is the dream of the vet-
erans of Brigade 2506 who aspired and 
fought for a free and democratic Cuba. 

I would also like to recognize the vet-
erans of the Bay of Pigs who are with 
us today in the gallery. Gentlemen, 
thank you very much for your sacrifice 
and your commitment for a free Cuba 
and a strong United States. 
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ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair would remind Members not to 
bring attention to occupants of the gal-
lery. 

HONORING THE MEMORY OF 
LANCE CORPORAL HARRY LEW 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
California (Ms. CHU) for 5 minutes. 

Ms. CHU. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the memory of Harry Lew. 

Harry Lew was a marine serving the 
mission of Operation Enduring Free-
dom in Afghanistan. Freedom, how-
ever, does not come without a price. 
Harry Lew died in Afghanistan on Sun-
day, April 3, 2011. He was 21 years old. 
He was the son of Sandy and Allen 
Lew, the brother of Carmen Lew, and 
he was my nephew. 

Lance Corporal Harry Lew died while 
serving on watch duty in Helmand 
province. He had joined the Marines in 
August 2009 and reported to his unit in 
February 2010. 
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He was based in Kaneohe Bay, Ha-
waii, with the 2nd Battalion, 3rd Ma-
rine Regiment, 3rd Marine Division, III 
Marine Expeditionary Force. His unit 
was deployed to the Middle East in No-
vember, where they joined a Marine 
combat team for counterinsurgency 
work with the Afghan National Secu-
rity Forces. Their goal was to provide 
security to locals and to promote de-
velopment in the regime. 

He was set to return home in July 
2011, 3 months before his death. 

Harry was a popular and outgoing 
student, both at Santa Clara High 
School, where he graduated in June 
2008, and at Mission College, where he 
took classes for a year. He was known 
for joking, smiling, and for wanting to 
keep the mood light. One of his teach-
ers said he brought ‘‘life and laughter 
to his classroom.’’ 

He loved physical sports, especially 
‘‘tricking,’’ a form of breakdancing in-
volving kicks, flips and twists. It com-
bines wushu, Chinese martial arts and 
gymnastics. He was so accomplished in 
this sport that as a member of the club 
called the Sidestep Breakdance Club, 
he performed several times in front of 
the high school. His friends said his 
best trick was the butterfly twist, 
where one spins 360 degrees in a hori-
zontal flip. Upon his death, his friends 
honored him with a tricking session at 
his high school. 

Harry’s best friend, Travis Trotter 
said, ‘‘Everyone here has been influ-
enced by him in some way or another, 
whether it be through his dancing, his 
artistic talents, his tricking or just 
being the person he was, friendly with 
everyone.’’ 

Of his service, his superior in the Ma-
rines said: ‘‘Only a small portion of our 
society volunteers to serve their coun-
try. Lance Corporal Lew was one of 
those volunteers. Within the 2nd Bat-
talion, 3rd Marines, he was well liked 
by his fellow marines and was known 
for getting along with everyone be-
cause of his easy-going nature. 

‘‘He took his job seriously and per-
formed his duties with enthusiasm. In 
Afghanistan, he volunteered for the dif-

ficult missions and demonstrated un-
common endurance on 4- to 8-hour foot 
patrols. Lance Corporal Lew also dem-
onstrated his commitment and courage 
on two separate occasions when his 
unit came under enemy fire. One of 
those events is captured in the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘At approximately 7:30 p.m. on 
March 21, 2011, 3rd Squad of 3rd Pla-
toon, Golf Company, 2nd Battalion, 3rd 
Marines, was engaged by enemy small 
arms fire while defending a position in 
Gawraggi village, Nawa-e-Barazkai dis-
trict, Helmand province, Afghanistan. 
The enemy engaged with several bursts 
of automatic weapons fire. At that 
time of contact, the majority of the 
squad was in a small hole in the 
ground, taking cover to eat evening 
chow. Lance Corporal Lew imme-
diately identified the enemy position 
approximately 200 meters to the south-
east and engaged the enemy position 
initially with an M203 grenade launch-
er located at his post. He then picked 
up his M240 squad automatic weapon 
and engaged the enemy with an esti-
mated 200 rounds until they had had 
enough and broke contact. His squad 
then continued with their mission. 

‘‘This is an example of Lance Cor-
poral Lew’s service. It serves as a re-
minder of all those who today serve in 
harm’s way. Like Lance Corporal Lew, 
they serve to protect our country, our 
freedom, and our way of life. I am 
grateful for the courage and sacrifice 
of Lance Corporal Lew.’’ 

Harry Lew was a good son and broth-
er, a friend to many, a great performer 
and a dedicated soldier. His ready 
smile and warm attitude will be re-
membered by all who knew him. His 
sacrifice for his country will never be 
forgotten. 

For his service, Harry Lew will be 
honored with the National Defense 
Service Medal, the Global War on Ter-
rorism Service Medal, and the Afghani-
stan Campaign Medal. 
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TRIBUTE TO LANCE CORPORAL 
ANDREW PAUL CARPENTER 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Tennessee (Mr. DESJARLAIS) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. DESJARLAIS. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to pay tribute to Lance Corporal 
Andrew Paul Carpenter who tragically 
lost his life while bravely serving our 
country. 

Andrew enlisted in the United States 
Marine Corps on September 7, 2007, 
where he was assigned to the 3rd Bat-
talion, 8th Marine Regiment, 2nd Ma-
rine Division, 2nd Marine Expedi-
tionary Force, Camp Lejeune, North 
Carolina. In August of 2010, Andrew 
was deployed to Afghanistan for the 
second time, where he bravely served 
on the front lines during combat oper-
ations. 

While patrolling the Helmand prov-
ince in Afghanistan, Lance Corporal 
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